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My Petition is substantially about front loading £40 million of the £50 million allocated 
to The Ending Homelessness Together Fund so that the Homelessness Crisis in 
Scotland can be properly tackled as core homelessness is set to rise by 53 percent 
in the years to come from 11,800 to to 18,100. Homelessness overall is set to double 
in the same period to the year 2041. ( All estimates are from of a study of 
homelessness by Heriot Watt University). The Scottish Government's submission 
and subsequent statement that they will spend £21 million over two years though 
welcome does not tackle the Homelessness Crisis in Scotland as the Scottish 
government are still holding to their position to spend £10 million a year for five 
years. 
 
The Homelessness and Rough Sleeping Action Group who the Scottish government 
appointed has met ten times since September 2017 and as early as 20th December 
2017 had already made clear that they wanted some of the £50 million front loaded  
as asked for in the petition to deal with the Homelessness Crisis in Scotland. The 
Action Group did not want the money allocated at £10 million a year over five years 
as the Scottish government wanted. Below is an extract from the minutes of the 
Action Group meeting from 20th December 2017 to support the above; 
 
" The Action Group discussed and agreed that it will be important that the money is 
invested to support the Action Groups's recommendations and to provide an 
immediate catalyst for change as well as ensuring sustainable change and 
improvement in the long term. To achieve this it was suggested that rather than 
considering the Fund in five discrete chunks of £10 million each year, a more flexible 
funding plan could consider some portion of the money invested early in projects and 
initiatives that will immediately support the Action Group recommendations  in order 
to achieve quick wins and good evidence ; and then there could be opportunities to 
bid for longer term funding that enables work to be piloted, evidenced and then 
mainstreamed as new ways of working." 
 
The Action Group's initial recommendations were published on 28th November 2017 
on tackling rough sleeping in winter and though the Scottish government accepted 
their recommendations they only spent £328,000 to specifically tackle rough sleeping 
in the winter just gone. It is also clear that the Scottish government have had good  
publicity saying that they champion Housing First for the core homeless but no 
substantial resources have been allocated except the recent announcement of £21 
million over two years which is still allocating £10 million over five years their 
previous policy. 
 
The conclusion has to be made that the Scottish government so far have failed to 
match words with action. This Petition marked a positive opportunity for Kevin 
Stewart the Minister for Local Government and Housing to announce the front 
loading of £40 million of the £50 million to to tackle the Homelessness Crisis in 
Scotland but their response has failed totally on that in that the £21 million allocated 
just follows their previous policy of spending £10 million per year over five years. 
 



With regard to the response of the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations it is 
weak and self regarding. Firstly they only calculate what £40 million would give you 
in terms of new housing units namely 615. They have totally ignored that the Petition 
states that homeless people can also be rehoused in empty properties that are 
refurbished at a cost of £25,000 each and secondly I include the wrap around 
services of Housing First as part of the £40 million.  
 
Lastly the SFHA are shamelessly looking out for their own interests rather than that 
of the homeless when their submission states; 
 
"However the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations would like to take this 
opportunity to ask that rather than front load any funding, that consideration is made 
to support the continuation of new affordable housing to be built beyond the current 
programme". 
 
Where does that leave the people who are currently homeless and those who are 
likely to be made homeless by the rollout of Universal Credit before the end of this 
year. This response is not only mistaken but completely self regarding. 
 
The Glasgow and West of Scotland of Housing Association responses again makes 
the mistake that I am asking only for new build housing only when I clearly state that 
the £40 million can also be used for the refurbishment of empty properties in tandem 
with support services as part of a Housing First strategy. Secondly their response 
states that there will be plenty of properties available for the rollout of Housing First. 
The realty is that core homelessness as previously stated will rise by 53 percent and 
overall homelessness is set to double according to Professor Glen Bramley at Heriot 
Watt University and the analysis goes on to to state that though the Scottish 
government is planning to build 35,000 new homes for social rent, it will only slow 
the increase not halt it. Therefore the front loading of £40 million is needed now to 
tackle this crisis and it is best to ignore the lazy assumptions in this submission. 
 
The submissions to this Petition are very disappointing in that the Scottish 
government is currently unwilling to consider front loading of £40 million to properly 
tackle core homelessness in Scotland and even ignore the wishes of their own 
Action Group for such front loading of spending as mentioned earlier in this 
response. The submission of the Scottish Federation of Housing Associations is 
purely an act of self interest and the submission of the Glasgow and West of 
Scotland Forum of Housing Associations is based on lazy assumptions when the 
escalating homelessness crisis will not be adequately dealt with by the new build 
housing programme. 
 
I believe tat this Petition should be sent to the Local Government and Communities 
Committee as the Members of the Scottish Parliament on this Committee having 
already looked at Housing First in detail will give this Petition serious consideration 
as the Petitions Committee has done 


